
From the Archives
By Phil Weber

This month we feature a letter from one of the 
very active and notable leaders in our network 
during the last century: Orie A. Kauffman.  

A quick search through conference reports and 
histories revealed the following Conference 
assignments. Some may have been missed: 

1951-53. Orie served on the investigative 
committee and then the first school board for 
what has become Rosedale Bible College. 
1951. Resolutions Committee 
1951-1960. Peace Witness Committee 
1952-1954. Ministers’ Fellowship Committee 
1956, 1957, 1961, 1962. Executive Committee 
1961-1963. Faculty at CMBS (RBC) 
1963-1971. Mission Board 

Orie and his family played a critical role in the 
establishment of Pineview Mennonite Church 
in Vassar, Michigan, moving there from 
Pigeon, Michigan in 1947 after years of making 
weekend trips to serve the emerging 
congregation. In 1954 Orie was called to pastor the Riverview church in White Pigeon, and in 
1963, at the request of the executive committee, the family moved to Sarasota, Florida to help 
provide leadership for the Palm Grove congregation.  

The letter which follows was an open letter to leaders of the conference, and it reveals Orie’s deep 
love for the network and the people in it. His initials appear at the conclusion of the letter as OK, a 
happy coincidence of affirmation that his friends enjoyed and that he used as a personal trademark. 
And yes, for the inquiring minds who want to know, the JYS that indicates the typist are the 
initials for Janet Yoder Shetler. 

He writes about a health crisis in the letter that involved his heart and a much longer hospital stay 
than we might expect today (19 days!) but seems to feel that he’ll be okay. Neither he nor anyone 
else could have known that his heart would fatally betray him a mere 14 months later. 

Orie’s appeal for courageous and honest fellowship in the midst of challenging diversity can serve 
as good pastoral advice for our times as well as his. The backdrop to this appeal seems likely to be 
official concerns raised in 1967 by “concerned brethren” about “consistent wearing of the veiling, 
cut hair, wedding band, television and the necktie” (1967 Conference Report 273). The topics have 
changed, but the appeal remains timely. 

Now for the letter: 

Erma Mae (Keim) and Orie Kauffman










